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NOTE ON ETRUSCAN ARCHITECTURAL 
TERRACOTTAS 



In the preceding pages, which, through the courtesy of the 
Editor of the Journal, I was able to read in proof, Mrs. Van 
Buren has ably discussed the chronology of the revetments from 
Etruria, published by Mr. Leicester B. Holland and myself. 
While we are aware of the general principles involved in assign- 
ing dates to these terracottas, the principle to which we tried to 
adhere was based, perhaps too largely, on the presence or absence 
of similar palmette-lotus ornamentation on Greek vases, with due 
allowance for the later date of the Etruscan type. We believe 
firmly in the development of the designs one from the other, as 
worked out in our article; but we realize fully that Mrs. Van 
Buren has had access to material, about which, in the very nature 
of things, it was impossible for us to be in possession of full de- 
tails. We therefore welcome the decision of the latest Italian 
authorities regarding the dating of these revetments, expecially 
since immense quantities of unpublished material, the existence 
of which we could not have ascertained, are available in the Ital- 
ian museums for comparison with the fragments published by us. 

The point raised by Mrs. Van Buren about the openwork grill 
which Mr. Holland and I published in an earlier article is one in 
which we cannot agree with her. Whatever may be the case 
with other openwork grills, the one in Philadelphia was undoubt- 
edly meant to be of two thicknesses, set back to back. That it 
could have had a plain base underneath the decorated base is 
impossible, since the bottom is the original surface, as a glance at 
our Figure 1 in that article will show. There are dowel holes on 
the bottom to attach it to the member below. That it was 
originally of two thicknesses is proven beyond peradventure by 
the presence of staples and staple-holes on the upper edges of the 
petals of the palmettes. We did not mean to imply that the 
grills were fastened into a round cover tile, although ridge tiles 
with palmettes attached have been found,i but that they were 

iSee Perrot and Chipiez, Hist, de I'Art, VII, pi. VII, 1 from Temple C at 

Selinus. Although the example is Greek, similar tiles may well have been 

used in Etruria. They are, however, in one piece, and can only be cited to 

prove decoration along the ridgepole, such as we have assumed. 
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built into a ridge wall against which the roof tiles abutted' (Fig. 1) . 

Such a construction of a pent roof is common at the present time 

in Italy. Furthermore the evidence fur- 

II G nished by the Roman revetments in 

Boston* can hardly be dismissed by say- 
ing that the palmettes are there merely 
' I ^ I ^~^ decorative. On the contrary, those re- 

vetments are purely architectural in their 
design, and clearly show an openwork decoration on the ridge- 
pole, above the sloping roof with its rows of tiles which appear 
above the architrave. There is, therefore, here an "intervening 
member" between the ornamented ridgepole and the columns. 
Moreover, the confirmatory evidence furnished by Olympia and 
southern France can hardly be neglected. 

Mr. Holland concurs with me in thanking Mrs. Van Buren 
for the interest which prompted her to write regarding our work: 
an interest which we recognize as of the highest value, knowing 
as we do her reputation as a student of terracottas; and he 
agrees with me in admitting the probability of her system of 
chronology being nearer the truth than ours for the reasons given 
above. I hope for my part that she will not object to our dis- 
agreeing with her on the position of the openwork grill. A frank 
and open discussion should only result in improving and strength- 
ening the cordial relations already existing between members of 
the family of classical archaeologists. 

Stephen Bleecker Luce. 

Boston, Massachusetts, 
April, 1919. 

' Cf. Choisy, Hist, de I' Architecture, I, pp. 631-532; Durm, Baukunst der 
R6mefi, pp. 327-328. Our figure is not drawn to scale, and is merely intended 
to show the principle. R= ridge pole; W= ridge wall; G=the pair of grills; 
d = dowels attaching grills to wall; S= staples hooking the grills together at 
the top. The grills were of course in close contact at the back. 

'These revetments have been published by P. Hartwig, Jh. Oest. Arch. I. 
VI, 1903, pp. 16-31, pis. II-III, figs. 11-16; especially pi. Ill and fig. 11. 



